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Becoming Bilingual and Biliterate —It’s not Just Your Favourite Reason -
Contextual, Typological, Developmental, and Intra-individual Considerations.

Bio

Esther’s work straddles the broad areas of educational psychology, cross-cultural psychology, and bilingualism. Her
research, publications, graduate teaching and supervision relate to: (1) how language and literacy skills develop in
children, adolescents and young adults learning to read in a second language (L2; EL); (2) the nature of the
relationships between oral language skills and the development of reading and writing skills in L2/EL learners; (3)
transfer issues in L2/EL literacy development; (4) the contribution of cognitive, linguistic, and background factors to
literacy development of typical and atypical L2/EL learners, (5) approaches to effective intervention with at-risk and
vulnerable learners; and (6) cross-cultural psychology pertaining to the well-being of culturally and linguistically
diverse (CLD) learners. Esther published numerous chapters and articles in these areas, has presented her work
internationally, and served on various advisory, policy, and review committees in the US and Canada, concerned
with CLD, including the National Literacy Panel (NLP). Esther, a Canadian Council on Learning Minerva Scholar, is
committed to knowledge mobilization. A book that she co-authored with her colleague, Judy Wiener, Psychological
Assessment of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Children was published by Springer in 2015. Another book, co-
written with a former student and now a colleague, Gloria Ramirez (2015), Key Concepts for the Language Classroom:
Focus on Reading was published in 2015 by Oxford University Press.
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